The role of Ca2+ level in liver transplantation.
During orthotopic liver transplantation Ca2+ assessment was made in the recirculation phase and the ultrastructural changes in the liver were studied. It was established that the Ca2+ level decreased progressively. The Ca2+ level in the hepatic vein was lower than the arterial value. The EM studies performed in the recirculation phase did not reveal any cellular damage, only the swelling of the mitochondria was striking. Based on the results, the question was raised whether Ca2+ can have a prognostic role in assessing the viability of the liver.